The insides of a computer
[image: http://web.uvic.ca/~impit/tech/images/gx280.jpg]Introduction
Our group took apart a Dell OptiPlex GX280 from mid-2001.  The case was really easy to open so we thought it would be a really good computer for school computer labs.  We reviewed many different components and we found that the power supply was the most interesting.  It doesn’t look like much in its box but when we opened it up we found all kinds of interesting things to look at.
We found using the digital camera challenging because there wasn’t very much light in the room but it was fun to get experience transferring pictures to the computer.  One of our group members likes to edit pictures so she helped us edit our pictures a little bit in Microsoft Paint.


The motherboard
[image: http://www.germes-online.com/direct/dbimage/50140474/810ET_Motherboard.jpg]To the left is a picture of the motherboard.  It was really easy to find because it’s so big.  In our computer, it was found at the bottom.  To get to it, we had to take out several screws.  It’s easy to tell that the motherboard is important because of its size.  Clearly, many things connect to it, even the CPU.




What it does
The motherboard connects components of the computer together.  PCReview defines motherboard like this:
“A motherboard is also known as a main board, system board and logic board. A common abbreviation is ‘mobo'. They can be found in a variety of electrical devices, ranging from a TV to a computer. Generally, they will be referred to as a motherboard or a main board when associated with a complex device such as a computer, which is what we shall look at. Put simply, it is the central circuit board of your computer. All other components and peripherals plug into it, and the job of the motherboard is to relay information between them all. Despite the fact that a better motherboard will not add to the speed of your PC, it is none-the-less important to have one that is both stable and reliable, as its role is vital.”

How it does it 
It uses different kinds of cables like IDE cables which connect hard drives.
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